CULTURE DESK

COULD THEY BE GHOJSTS?

The world exists because we are observing it. Reality is constructed in our heads.

By Julia Rothman
December 30, 2023
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I:\I Save this story

This is {m;:;cr/ﬁea/ from a conversation | recently had with

one of my mothers (ousins, Ronald Markowitz, who has

Charles Bonnel S)/n/rome.

When I first saw them, they were
in the lobby of my building.
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These people were moving 7wem/17 in my Aicedion

but not ”‘d’;’j? me. There Aidnt appear to be any
conversation  petween anybody. Theve WAS hno hoiSe
o sound. _ﬂ«zy were on the 9roum/, but there was
no Walking. T/\c/ werve  just gliding:



Tl\‘)' were in brown

tones and dressed in
Costume from the [ate
hineteenth comtury., /
didn't see any of their
body parts. Thore were
no hands or arms. | could
sec they had faces but
| conldnt See their features.

TA‘y cou/J Lan bee,,
ylafﬁ, FOV a4 Momeuf/
Hat's what |/ ‘H\om.ghlf.

Peoplc m:jh:( believe Hat.




: T R
But not me. [ don't believe in 950}‘(’1. / ﬂwujh«‘f; if [ close my
eyc_g and Shake my Aeao// -ﬂ,ey will go away.

| didn % want them to 9o aWA)/.



[ he second time [ saw them, [ ﬂloughf
(hey were restaurant staff

One day, | was going
to /(4/10‘ wt"ﬂv M)’
friend - [ wanted
to go wash my
hands atter lumch.
[t's Aark back
theye in the hallway.
| was 7M7Hnj [os¥ .
Then | fovind the r/'jhf
door and, when |
0/0&'4'6/ 1t M,o/ +wo
people came in with

me. [t was so o/ané/
[Aidnt know i¥ it
was the kitchen staff
coming in with me or
Hie hallucinations.
When | got irside, the
first ‘Hn'rﬁ [ did

was ask:%/[s dnyone
ofse in the battroom 7 72

/\/Oéoo/y dnswe/ea// so [ washed my hands and [ |ett



My relinas are dying.

"THE RETINA IS THE LAYER OF CELLS LINING THE BACK WALL
INSIDE THE EYE. THIS LAYER SENSES []6HT AND SENDS SI6NALS
To THE BRAawN So YoV (AN SEE. I/—‘AMERI(M/ ACADEMY OF OPHTHALMOLOGY

They fold me this years ago, mayle in (9757 (ells in our bodies
Mfua//y die and gre rep/aceo/. [ts natural. But, once retinal
cedls are damaged, they dont grow back. So [ve been very
Slowly /asihj my eyaiykt‘ for Jome Time,



I legally blind. | can't drive anymore. | Walk everywhere,
ano/ / nle g cane pow. / WOM/Jh"\l nse my care in Somz/a/aca,

when /beaf/e were around . | Was embarr asseo that [ im/uairep/.

| started ‘(‘ukir-j moﬁ}/ﬁ‘y ‘t‘Vaihihj. Afler aboud three weeks,
| mentioned my hallucinations +o py trainer: She came back

with it I’W dwo\y 2

(CHARLES BONNET
SYNDROME

She exfyla)n e0/ ﬁ\af my brain was ‘LLVy/'nj Lo CotM/&nS‘a{e
+or what my eyes weren t seeing. [t ﬁyinj to A&/p me
76// in ﬂ-c 6/411 /<$,

Y CHARLES BonwET syNDRoME (¢cBs) s
A CoNPITION THAT SoMEe PeoplE GLET
WHEN THEY LOSE SomE oR ALL OF
THEIR ViISjoN. IT CAVSES THEm TO HAVE
VISUAL HALLVUNATIONS (SEEING THINGS THAT
AREN'T REALLY THERE). A NEW ISTVDY
SVGLGESTS THIS (oNOITION [S SURPRISINGLY
commoN AmoNe PEOPLE WITH CERTANM
TYPES oF VisioM Loss.”



— AMERILAN ACADEMY OF OPHTHALMoLocy

g ¥ [ he bes [ 0]3,)7 2




When there are anc/on/f/ 1‘1\27 are [ike
A b/ar//< Ao/(.. /c{on'{ Anow WAa,f’J h

] ’m seein g Someﬂlfljlg Schja]
Thatl nobody else can sce

/V]y friend recommended a bhook to me
called "Biscentrism.” [t éy a scatist
Robert Lanza, and he aﬁen,,/afj to
ﬂ«V/ﬂ/ain wa//'ll‘; as e Mhe/(r.ﬁ‘aw( sz.
The idea is that the world an/y
exists beau,frc we are obSey Vf/’y it
That rm/h‘y is constructed in our heao/f/

our Lonscionsness. Aha/, W/'l%ouif' /\uman



So imagine you'lfc in your <itchen and
you have a rea//y hice new ra“riycméor,
but you go upstairs o your bedroomn.
And you Ant see your Veﬁ’fg”ﬂ-““"-
Then you don€ /“(a//y have one.



]lL OH'])/ exists because
you see it.






