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The Historical Roots of Donald
Trump’s Aggressive Nationalism

What the President’s confrontations with Panama, Greenland, Canada, and Colombia suggest
about his expansionist vision.
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Five days before his Inauguration, Donald Trump had a tense phone call
with the Prime Minister of Denmark and made clear that he wanted to

take possession of the self-governing Danish island of Greenland. In his
Inauguration speech, Trump declared, “The United States will once again
consider itself a growing nation, one that increases our wealth, expands our
territory, builds our cities, raises our expectations, and carries our flag into
new and beautiful horizons.” Meanwhile, he’s said repeatedly that he intends
to take back control of the Panama Canal, and that Canada should become a
U.S. state. Over the weekend, he announced tariffs and sanctions on
Colombia after the close American ally said that it would not accept
American planes full of deported migrants. (The Colombian President,
Gustavo Petro, backed down on Sunday night, agreeing to accept the
planes.)
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