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part ii Selected Texts





6 The Birth of Tragedy:
Transfiguration through Art

Paul Raimond Daniels

One should only speakwhere onemay not stay silent; and only then speak

of that which one has overcome . . . My writings speak only of my over-

comings: ‘I’ am in them, together with everything that was inimical

to me . . .

(HH II, 209 (Preface to Volume II, §1))

That Nietzsche later evaluated The Birth of Tragedy as an ‘overcom-

ing’, in which he struggled with both himself and the themes and

figures therein, makes for a rich intersection of tensions between its

place inNietzsche’s oeuvre aswell as in the history of philosophy. This

intersection confirms the poetic complexity of The Birth of Tragedy as

both a radical challenge to the philosophical orthodoxy, while also

raising the question of its intimate connections with Nietzsche’s later

works, such as Twilight of the Idols. Indeed, Nietzsche’s 1872 work is

marked by a ‘strange voice’ (ASC, 6 (§3))1 and experiments with a new

mode of philosophy which places aesthetics at the centre of a far-

reaching revaluation of subjectivity, ethics, cultural value and the

individual’s more lonely, inner questioning of existence. And if we

follow that thread of ‘strangeness’, we do justice to The Birth of

Tragedy by recognising it as Nietzsche’s strategy of eluding the ration-

alism in modern philosophy, a feat he accomplishes via an excursion

into the tragic age of the Greeks: Nietzsche’s premise being that the

evolution ofGreek culturewrestledwith the nature of suffering and the

riddle of existence through art, a cultural journey which culminated in

the tragic dramas of Aeschylus and Sophocles.

Nietzsche’s innovation was to assert that the existential wisdom

of tragic art was revealed in its participative experience, and that this
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