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THE NEW CAMBRIDGE COMPANION TO

NIETZSCHE

Friedrich Nietzsche (1844-1900) remains one of the most
challenging, influential and controversial figures in the
history of philosophy. The New Cambridge Companion to
Nietzsche provides a comprehensive and up-to-date guide to
his most difficult ideas, including the will to power and the
affirmation of life, as well as his treatment of truth, science,
art and history. An accessible introduction sets out the
nineteenth-century background of Nietzsche’s life and
work. Individual chapters are devoted to significant texts
such as The Birth of Tragedy, Thus Spoke Zarathustra,
Beyond Good and Evil and The Genealogy of Morality.
Other chapters explore major influences such as Wagner
and Schopenhauer, as well as examining Nietzsche's
reception and investigating his enduring and often divisive
legacy. The volume will be valuable for readers seeking to
enhance their understanding of Nietzsche’s philosophy and
of his role in the development of Western thought.

TOM STERN is Senior Lecturer in Philosophy at University
College London. He is the author of Philosophy and Theatre
(2013), as well as of Nietzsche’s Ethics, a title in the Elements:
Ethics series (Cambridge, forthcoming).
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6  The Birth of Tragedy:
Transfiguration through Art

Paul Raimond Daniels

One should only speak where one may not stay silent; and only then speak
of that which one has overcome ... My writings speak only of my over-
comings: ‘I’ am in them, together with everything that was inimical
tome...

(HH I1, 209 (Preface to Volume II, §1))

That Nietzsche later evaluated The Birth of Tragedy as an ‘overcom-
ing’, in which he struggled with both himself and the themes and
figures therein, makes for a rich intersection of tensions between its
place in Nietzsche’s oeuvre as well as in the history of philosophy. This
intersection confirms the poetic complexity of The Birth of Tragedy as
both a radical challenge to the philosophical orthodoxy, while also
raising the question of its intimate connections with Nietzsche’s later
works, such as Twilight of the Idols. Indeed, Nietzsche’s 1872 work is
marked by a ‘strange voice’ (ASC, 6 (§3))! and experiments with a new
mode of philosophy which places aesthetics at the centre of a far-
reaching revaluation of subjectivity, ethics, cultural value and the
individual’s more lonely, inner questioning of existence. And if we
follow that thread of ‘strangeness’, we do justice to The Birth of
Tragedy by recognising it as Nietzsche’s strategy of eluding the ration-
alism in modern philosophy, a feat he accomplishes via an excursion
into the tragic age of the Greeks: Nietzsche’s premise being that the
evolution of Greek culture wrestled with the nature of suffering and the
riddle of existence through art, a cultural journey which culminated in
the tragic dramas of Aeschylus and Sophocles.

Nietzsche’s innovation was to assert that the existential wisdom
of tragic art was revealed in its participative experience, and that this

147
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